
   

 

 

 

                                                                                        November 1, 2017  

 

 

 
Dear Maple Lake Association members: 

 

We wanted to provide an update on the steps we have taken to mitigate damage to the Briggs Mill Dam 

and inform you of the results of the special meeting of the Village Council held on Monday, October 30th.  

 

In a unanimous decision, the Village of Paw Paw on Monday night approved a proposal to rebuild the 

Briggs Mill Dam and allocated funding to do so. After a two-and-a-half-hour special meeting, Council 

selected an earthen dam with an emergency spillway – one of five options presented by Wightman & 

Associates. Council also simultaneously allocated $225,600 for the new dam, which would be designed to 

withstand a 200-year flood event. 

 

Council spent 30 minutes listening to area residents during a public comment period. The Council then 

heard a detailed presentation from a representative of Wightman, who presented five different options 

with varying benefits and price tags. Council members asked dozens of questions before voting to 

approve construction of an earthen dam with emergency spillway. 

 

The new dam will meet Michigan Department of Environmental Quality Standards for both a short-term 

and long-term fix. It would preserve the pre-breach water elevations in both the pond and the lake, 

allowing Briggs Pond to retain its original appearance instead of a river appearance. 

 

The new dam will feature Flexamat erosion control. The majority of the time, the new dam would be 

covered in grass and would be dry. During a rain event, water would flow over an emergency spillway 

that would regulate water levels, ensuring adequate capacity.  

 

The Village will need to secure a permit from the DEQ before construction can begin.  

 

If you have additional questions, please call the Village at 269.675.3148. We will continue to post updates 

as they become available.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sarah Moyer-Cale 

Village Manager 


