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 The Recycling Program finished up with 5 passenger tire collections, 2 household chemical and latex paint 
collections, and provided year round electronic recycling at The Community Thrift Shop in Paw Paw. This 
past year, Van Buren County residents responsibly recycled 14,627 pounds of latex paint, 18,354 pounds of 
household hazardous chemicals waste, 24,229 pounds of electronics (so far), and 4,337 tires. This would 
not be possible without your support! This service is important for human and environmental health. 
Benefits to recycling these materials include, diverting them from our landfills, keeping them from our 
waterways, and making Van Buren County a cleaner, healthier place to live. 

 

 Many of this year’s Passenger Tire Collections were made possible by the partnership with the Southwest 
Michigan Solid Waste Consortium’s grant proposal to the MDEQ. In collaboration Allegan, Berrien, Cass 
Calhoun, St. Joseph and Van Buren County collected 17,380 tires to date with one final collection numbers 
not yet recorded.  The grant for 2018 Scrap Tire Cleanup for $44,000 that will cover seven counties in SW 
MI has been submitted.  
 

 Stream Monitoring and Insect Collection in the Paw Paw and Black River 
Watersheds was a success. Sharing knowledge with local residents and getting 
them hands-on involvement is important to the VBCD. Although the VBCD has 
wrapped up the two year grant with the Great Lakes Commission/MiCorps we 
will continue the program, the monitoring and data collection into the future.  
Information can be found at this website, https://micorps.net/about-data-
exchange, and will be soon released on the VBCD website.  

 

  The VBCD was a leading partner in the Village of Paw Paw’s 3-year grant 
from the MDEQ through the U.S. EPA Federal Clean Water Act. The grant 
supported activities to improve water quality in the South Branch of the 
Paw Paw River and builds off the Paw Paw River Watershed Management 
plan. The collaboration and partnerships of this grant was recognized by 
the Southwest Michigan Planning Commission and awarded this year’s 
Graham Woodhouse Award.  
 

 Michigan Association Conservation District Annual Conference was held at Shanty Creek in Bellaire, MI. 
VBCD staff attended this year and continue education, network with new partners and brain storm new 
programs and projects for Van Buren County.  The VBCD would also like to share our nomination of one of 
our best local partners, Two Rivers Coalition.  We nominated them for the statewide “Friends of 
Conservation” award for their great leadership, strong passion and being extremely supportive and active 
volunteer group with the VBCD. We thank them for their great work! 

 

 Thank you again for the partnership and work on the Syndicate Park Dune Project. We hope that dune 
protection continues to be important to Van Buren County.  
 

 
For more information on any of the programs and projects, please visit the VBCD website at www.VanBurenCD.org.  
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